
SELECTING A GENERAL EDUCATION ELECTIVE 
As an engineering student you will need to take one course for each of the following 5 General Education 
Electives, which are to be completed in no specific order by the time you graduate. 

• Understanding the Past 
• Understanding the Individual and Society 
• Understanding the U.S. Society 
• Exploring World Cultures 
• Understanding the Creative Arts 

To know what courses satisfy these requirements please consult the online General Education List or your 
Degree Audit Report.  To search for electives that are currently available for registration students can run an 
Advanced Search in their student portals.   

Advanced Search  

Go to my.uic.edu, login using your Netid and password and select XE Registration to search for currently 
available courses for a specific General Education Elective or ALL Electives. Note this menu is completely 
customizable and you may need to scroll down to find the XE Registration portlet.  

 

Next select Register for Classes or Browse Classes either option will be able to run an Advanced Search. 
However, we recommend selecting Register for Classes to enable you to register immediately if you find a class 
that fits your schedule and has limited seats.

 

  

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/degree-programs/general-education/


Select a Term and then click on ‘Continue’ 

 

Click on Advanced Search  

 

 

Choose the option ‘Open Sections Only’ and under the Attribute section add one or all electives to view list of 
courses that are available for registration for the current term and click on Search.  

 

 

 

 



 

Online General Education List is found in the UIC catalog 

Select one of the electives i.e. ’Understanding the Individual and Society ‘to expand the list of courses that can 
be used to satisfy that specific requirement.  

 

 

 

Select a course you are interested in and you will be able to get the course description for that class and check 
if there are any prerequisites required. For example, AAST 203 has a prerequisite of AAST 100 or SOC 100. If a 
course satisfies more than one elective it will be listed at the very end of course description. However, 
Engineering students are NOT allowed to use one class to satisfy two elective requirements.   

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder as an Engineering student you 
are only required to take one course for 
each of the highlighted General 
Education Electives.  

https://catalog.uic.edu/ucat/degree-programs/general-education/

